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How the Left Front bucked a
decades-old trend in Kerala

Welfare measures, the Pinarayi factor and good governance
helped the LDF overcome allegations of corruption

Sandeep Shastri, K.M. Sajad Ibrahim
Vibha Attrir, Girish Kumar

or almost four decades, power in Kerala has alternated

between the Communist Party of India (Marxist)-led Left

Democratic Front (LDF) and the Congress-led United

Democratic Front (UDF). If this practice had continued,
the UDF should have been voted to power in the just-concluded
elections. But the voters gave a clear mandate for a second
term to the LDF. For the LDF this was a key success in the
wider context of national politics in general and the future of
the Left parties in particular. For the UDF, this election has given
it a second term in the Opposition and has proven to be a
setback for the Congress, which was hoping to find a pathway
for national recovery. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led
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was hoping to emerge as an
important third force, but it was
left without a representative in
the newly elected Assembly.

The LDF won a decisive
mandate, clinching 99 seats
and surpassing its tally in the
previous House. It also saw
an increase in its vote share
compared to five years ago.
The UDF won only 41 seats
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Table I: Performance of various alliances/ parties

Party/ I

Coalition

UDF sl | 3041 | a7 | 3860
LDF 99 | 4528 | 92 | 4258
NDA ! 240 | 1 | 1462
Others | o201 | - | a2

(a decline of six seats) but managed to retain more or less

the same vote share that it had secured in the last Assembly
elections (Table 1). The BJP-led alliance lost the one seat it had
and only saw a marginal increase in its vote share. While the
BJP’s vote share rose marginally, the vote share of its alliance
partner, the Bharath Dharma Jana Sena, fell by 2.8%

A second chance

In the Lokniti-CSDS post-poll survey, when asked whether

the LDF should get another term, 51% of the respondents
categorically stated that it should, 27% were of the view that it
should not, and 22% did not respond to the question. Five years
ago, the Lokniti-CSDS post-poll survey showed that 49% did
not favour a second term for the incumbent UDF government
and only 42% supported a second term for the sitting UDF.

The post-poll data clearly indicate that the second term for the
LDF was a by-product of the public perception that the Chief
Minister and the government had done a reasonably good job.
Three-fourths of the respondents (73%) expressed satisfaction
with the work done by the government. This was much higher
than the satisfaction levels with the UDF government five years
ago (59%). The net satisfaction (those fully satisfied minus
those fully dissatisfied) with the LDF government was 23% as
opposed to -6% in the case of the UDF government in 2016
(Table 2).

Table 2: Performance of the State government

Somewhat
dissatisfed

Somewhat
satisfed

Satisfaction
with the work 3 e
done by the:
Present LDF
government

Fully
dissat-
isfed

38

Previous UDF

government

22

Mote: Figures are percentages; the rest of the respondents did not
answer the question | Source: Iokmi u-506 mwst-pol | arwys in Krala
during the 2021 and 20 16 Assembly elections

o0

The post-poll data
clearly indicate that the
second term for the
LDF was a by-product
of the public perception
that the Chief Minister
and the government
had done a reasonably
good job. Three-fourths
of the respondents
(73%) expressed
satisfaction with the
work done by the
government. This was
much higher than the
satisfaction levels with
the UDF government
five years ago (59%).

(1

In a separate question, voters
were asked to compare the
present LDF government

with the previous UDF
government. Close to half

the respondents (45%) rated
the LDF government better,
whereas only three of every 10
respondents (28%) rated the
UDF government as better. Two
of every 10 felt that both were
equally good or bad (Table 3).

The data further reveal that
the respondents rated the
LDF government high on most
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Table 3: Advantage LDF

Mote: Figures are
percentages; the rest of

Which government is better? (%)

Present LDF government 45 the respondents did not
. answer the question

nAr ] . e - g ey
Previous UDF government 28 Source: Loknit-CSDS
Both are equally good 10 post-poll survey m

Ferala during the 2021

Both are equally bad 9 Assembly slections
Table 4 Work done by Pinarayi goveroment

Ansesuncut of the work dope by the I.mplqu:d

Pinarayi gavieriment
. A
=1

Medazal facalties o gavernnient ||.|-|-n!1:~ | 17 5 ]
Condition of government sohooks 17 1 T
Condition of roads | 6 a2 B

Supply of electneny | &t ) *

Supph of dimbiag wates £3 32 10 ¥
Fublp: b/ prulila: tiasisport ative seavices £] 32 1 3
Law and arder situaton ke Ll 19 §
Condition of farmen | an | a8 | 29 | 2
fob oppostumities | P | LK} ! 29 | )
Coadiwn of the [shng communiy 25 % 2% 2

Note: Figores are percentegesand may not total M0 dus to rovading | Sowce: Lokmae CSDS post-poll suavey &
Kerala furimg the 2021 Assemably slections

parameters (Table 4).
Pinarayi’s popularity

In his five-year tenure, Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan had to
face two floods as well as the Nipah outbreak and the COVID-19
pandemic. The welfare schemes launched by his government
to give relief to the people during the national lockdown also
appeared to bring the ruling alliance closer to the people. All
but 6% of the respondents claimed to have benefited from the
free food kits distributed by the government.

Due to his government’s work, Mr. Vijayan remained extremely
popular and he was the preferred chief ministerial choice

for 36% of the respondents. Former Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy secured a distant second place with the support of
18%. No other leader in the State was able to secure even 5% of
the total support for the chief ministerial candidate. State Health
Minister K.K. Shailaja was placed third, with 3% supporting her.
The Opposition leader, Ramesh Chennithala, was the choice

for 3% of the respondents. The BJP’s move of roping in E.
Sreedharan, the ‘Metro man’, did not work well; he was a choice
for only 2% of the voters.

The Opposition parties had mounted an attack on the
CPI(M)-led Left government for the various scams that had
taken place during its time in power. However, there is little
evidence of any negative impact of these scams on voting
preferences. People’s awareness about these scams seemed
to be low. Given the literacy rates in Kerala and the high level
of public awareness in general, the fact that a huge proportion
of voters had either not heard of the scams or did not know
whether the accusations were correct or not (41%-51%) is
indicative of the limited impact of these accusations (Table 5).
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The data show that the Left
was the preferred vote choice
for many of these voters as
well. The scams failed to
negatively impact the LDF and
the people focused more on
welfare schemes such as free
food kits and other measures.
Corruption and scams was an
election issue for a mere 2% of
the voters

Party or candidate?

Given the traditional rivalry
between the LDF and UDF
and the entry of the BJP as a
third force, it was interesting
to observe whether the party
or candidate was more critical
in defining electoral choice.
Six of every 10 respondents
(61%) said that they voted on
the basis of party, while three in
every 10 (29%) said they voted
on the basis of the candidate.

Mr. Vijayan was seen asking
people to vote for the Left in
the name of development.
When people were asked what
was the main voting issue in
these elections, development
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Inble 5: Scams

Cormuption and unpropreety asdiealsns
Charges ngnmet KIIFB of cisls of violating the Foreign b=} 22 50
Exchange Act
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deal with a UL frm
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emerged as the biggest issue. Development was also the
biggest issue in 2016, with a much larger proportion of voters
saying it was an issue for them back then (17%). Though

the BJP tried hard, it failed to capitalise on the Sabarimala
issue; this was a crucial factor for a mere 1% of the people.
Surprisingly, close to seven of every 10 voters did not respond
to the question on what constituted the biggest issue for them.

The Left also had an edge among first-time voters and the
poor. In fact, the biggest issue reported by the first-time voters
was not development but the government’s performance in
the State. On the caste front, though the LDF lost some of its
Nair votes (as compared to 2016), possibly due to how the
government handled the Sabarimala issue, it gained votes in
the Ezhava community (53% of their vote). The election saw
an increase in support for the LDF among both Muslims and
Christians.

In terms of reaching out to
people during the election
campaign, the data show that
six in every 10 voters reported
being approached by all the
three alliances, which is a clear
testimony that all the parties
were making sure that no stone
was left unturned in terms of
campaigning and visibility.
However, among those who
were approached by all the
three alliances, the LDF clearly
had an advantage as 44% voted
for the party, 37% voted for the
UDF and 16% for the National
Democratic Alliance.

The LDF’s victory is a

strong endorsement of the
performance of its government
and leadership. The UDF was
not able to present a chief
ministerial face and the BJP
failed to move beyond the
margins in what continues

to be an intense two alliance
competition.

(Courtesy: The Hindu)
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. Ele'tiiofr Battle or.

W) Y )

Ch_annel Battl

battle of ideologies, battle of political programmes, battle

of manifestos, battle of voting etc. So there is nothing
wrong in calling it a battle. Hence certain news channels were
reporting under the tagline ‘Election Battle’. But when we
watch the ways by which the news channels were reporting,
we are forced to doubt whether it was an election battle or
television channel battle.

Election is always a battle. Battle of words, battle of ideas,

The recently concluded Assembly elections in Kerala
witnessed a vociferous reportage not only by the print media
but by the visual and the social media also. As visual media
seems to be playing an ever more vital role in our day-today
life, people are more inclined to watch various television news
channels to have a detailed account of the daily happenings
related to election campaign. Now a days television has
become the easiest source of accessible media in the
country. Parallel to this, the television viewership has also
increased to a great extent. According to a study conducted
by Business Application Research Centre (BARC), TV owning
households in India grew to 210 million by the end of 2020
and the number of TV-viewing individuals also witnessed
an increase. It reached 892 million during this period. It is
expected that by 2023, the number of television households
will be 300 million. Proportionately Kerala is also having high
density of television viewers. Television ownership as per
2011 census is 76.80%. And this accounts for 5th rank in
the country, the first being Delhi. As of now, this figure must
have gone to a higher level. Some are of the opinion that even
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those addicted to newspaper
reading are now resorting

to television news channels

to get updates of various
events. As the news channels
are capable of catering to

the news related needs,

more people are inclined to
watch TV. Since the election
campaign and the counting of
votes took place amidst the
complexities related to the
Covid-19 pandemic, majority
of the people were destined
to remain in their households.
This proved to be a blessing
for the news channels to

bring more audience to the TV
programmes.

We all very well know that
Kerala is a highly politicised
society. Those who are not
directly affiliated to any
political parties also take keen
interest during election times.
Almost all the political parties,
rather political fronts, put forth
manifesto, in which a lot of
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promises are made to uplift the society. And concerning these
promises a lot of dialogues, discussions and debates would
be taking place. Every day, some times, every hour, there

can be many changes, twists and turns, many confusions and
controversies related to these promises. So, within a day itself
there can be many ups and downs. This tends everybody to
sit in front of the TV news channels for hours Now a days the
Malayalees are so tied up with the television programmes,
nobody can even think of a life sans television. From breath to
dreams our life is intertwined with the spectacles on TV. The
food, dress, ideas, response to social issues etc are seemed
to be determined by television. The whole of our actions and
reactions are regulated, rather conditioned by television. In
short, we are not simply watching television. Instead we are
living inside the television.

Now coming to our present assembly elections, days
before the declaration of the election dates, all media,
especially the visual media started their news coverage.The
channel began to telecast curtain raisers in varius formats.
The history of former elections, the winners and losers there,
statistics related to seats and votes, the ruling front and the
opposition etc. were brought to the attention of the TV viewers.
To make these details more convincing, graphics was also
used to a great extent. Political speeches by various leaders,
controversial statements by them, allegations and attributions
on multifarious issues, comments and discussions on them
in different formats etc were there in plenty on TV channels.
In every news bulletin, the different TV channels were very
particular to see that some kind of novelty is shown. The
news items and reports were of usual happenings. But to
make it more attractive, a lot of gimmicks were made use of.
For example, Asianet news channel sent two of its reporters
riding on bicycles, wearing shorts and T shirts to the field.
Automatically a cameraman also will be following them.
Seeing reporters on bicycle was a new experience to the
reporters as well as to the general public. Even if on cycles,
was it necessary for them to wear shorts like small kids, is
another thing to ponder over.

If one channel brings in an experiment, then the others
also will be tempted to go for some innovation. Immediately,
after the ‘bicycle reporters’, the audience could watch some
lady scribes on two-wheelers on Mathrubhoomi news channel.
The difference was only related to their speedy journey. The
dissemination of information in both these experiments was
more or less the same.

Then to excel this, 24 News Channel sent a reporter
(and that was a familiar anchor himself) riding on a horse. A
reporter going over a horse to see voters and leaders along
with candidates seemed to be something unimaginable in the
history of journalistic reporting, atleast in Kerala. But using
horses for reporting is a new genre. In globalised media a
new genre of journalism namely “Horse race Journalism” has
been formed. It has been classified as a political journalism
of elections. Now here, the 24 News Channel has introduced
reporting on horseback. Horseback reporting had nothing
more to say. Nothing except the visual impact and the curiosity
it instilled, could be witnessed as far as the content of reporting
is concerned.
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The news presenters
appeared to be good
actors also. Most
of them could display
their histrionic talents
too. To add colour to
the studio-ambience,
Augmented Reality, Virtual
Reality, 12 K vistara
techniques etc were also
made use of.

Finally, 24 News Channel
came in with a more
spectacular way of reporting.
The channel head himself
travelled in a helicopter to
various assembly segments
to see voters and candidates.
Here also, the questions
asked, news stories delivered
etc were of the same nature.
Only exception was that it
proved to be an unforeseen
and startling visual reporting to
the audience. Quite naturally,
it should have carried the
audience away to a great
extent. But does this make
any serious contribution
to journalistic content, is
something debatable.

Reporting using drones and
helicopters is not a novel thing
in the history of journalism.
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Earlier this drone journalism or helicopter journalism was
used to report from slums, forest or deserts where the other
forms of travel seems to be difficult, rather risky. During certain
plane crashes certain media channels like BBC have resorted
to the helicopter reporting. This simply means that this type

of reporting only adds to the colour and flavour of the event. It
just attracts or capture the audience.

This is something invariably related to the rating of the
channels. Channels are always at loggerheads regarding
their TAM rating. It is pointed out that the perpetual rating
battle between newsrooms prompts them to use every tool at
their disposal. Choppers are an appealing resource and the
quickest way to get to a news scene, but they should be used

sparingly.

But here the 24 News Channel made use of this chopper not
out of any exigency. It was simply to beguile the audience.
This channel conducted this chopper journey just two or

three days before the voting took place. So it proved to be
impossible for any other channel to surpass the 24 News
Channel. To do something to beat the horseback journalism
also was beyond imagination as far as the other news channels
are concerned.

So, in these two respects, this channel could outshine
the others. But the question is, content wise, what extra
contribution has been there on the part of this channel. The
people met, the questions posed and the answers they got
etc were all the same. That means, in form and display, there
were a lot to enjoy. But content-wise, there was nothing grave.

This type of astounding news coverage was used by various
channels during the election times. The augmented reality
(AR) and Virtual reality (VR) presentation was first used by the
24 News Channel in the studio where the news was broadcast.
After this, to compete with 24 News Channel, the others also
began to emulate. Various channels have already utilised
this technique in their morning time news-presentation also.
The AR incorporates a combination of real and virtual world,
real-time interaction and accurate 3D registration of virtual and
real objects.

Virtual Reality (VR) creates a simulated artificial environment
in which the user is able to have a realistic-feeling experience.
Whereas virtual reality replaces what people see and
experience, augmented reality actually adds to it.

The reporters and candidates from various parts of the
country were brought to the news studio and they interacted
with the news presenter as if they were on the same ground.
This proved to be a novel as well as attractive experience to the
audience; especially to younger generation. That is why, the
24 News Channel particularly commented on their viewership
related to youth, while talking about the TAM rating.

Then there were a lot of pre-poll surveys. But none of the
poll surveys conducted by various channels proved to be
foolproof. It need not be cent percent correct. But no survey
could prophesy a thumping victory for LDF. The Axis My India
survey made an unbelievable projection of seats for LDF. Their
exit poll survey said that the LDF might get 104-120 seats.
Since LDF could win 99 seats, in a sense, this survey can be
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treated more factual. And on
the 2nd of May, the day when
counting of votes took place,
the Mathrubhoomi channel
which associated with the Axis
My India survey, came with
the claim that their survey was
almost correct. The common
aspect is that all the surveys,
whether it is pre-poll or exit-poll
or post-poll, showed that LDF
would be re-elected to power.
Manorama news-VMR survey,
while attributing a slight victory
to LDF, (77-82 seats) projected
the score of NDAas0to 3
seats. 0to 1 seat was given
to others also. Most probably
it might be about the victory

of Janapaksham candidate
P.C.George in Poonjar. But
now we know that P.C.George
met with a desperate mandate.
This survey professed that the
ruling LDF would be, meeting
with a setback in Idukki and
Thrissur districts, which

was totally disproved by the
election result. Aimost same
was the fate of prophesy in
Palakkad District.

Asianet-C-Fore survey
predicted that the comeback
for LDF Government would

be with a comfortable margin
(82-91) seates) and UDF would
get 46- 54 seats. This may
seem to be somewhat factual.
But attribution of three to seven
seats to NDA proved to be
totally illogical.
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In the surveys conducted by CNN-News 18 and NDTV also,
LDF returning to power was predicted. But CNN-News 18 gave
one to five and NDTV two seats to NDA which proved to be
incorrect.

But all the surveys can boast of their prediction related to
the second coming of the LDF government. And in the case of
the preference given to Pinarayi Vijayan as the next incumbent
Chief Minister also seemed to be in tune with the election
mandate

Now coming to the last phase of the election reporting, that
is on the counting day also, various channels tried to resort
to all kinds of techniques to make the audience cling to their
channels. The counting started at 8 am on the 2nd of May.
Notwithstanding this, they started live-reporing at 5 am. And
during the three hours from 5 to 8 am, they were repeating,
replaying, rehashing and reiterating the history related to
votes, losers and winners etc. during the previous elections.
No doubt, as a result of this, a great many historical materials
were brought to the memory of the viewers. But from 5 to 8
am, how many could watch this is another question. Certainly
the candidates, party workers and those who were associated
with the electioneering might have watched all this. But such a
keen interest might not be shown by the ordinary people. Then
again the channels were very particular to see that live-telecast
started during such early hours.

Once the result began to be declared, every channel
seemed crazy to announce the latest updates. So, most
of them were not ready to listen to the official result by the
election commission. They stuck to their reporters at the
counting centres for the ‘breakings.” Channel like 24 news was
not even bothered about the commercial breaks also. After
three or four hours of counting, it appeared to be very clear
about who would come off with flying colours. But even then
the news-presenters on various channels were announcing
each breaking vociferously.

Earlier, whatever be the nature or tone of news, the
news-presenter used to render news items steadily watching
the teleprompter. But here such practices become outdated.
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The news presenters appeared
to be good actors also. Most
of them could display their
histrionic talents too. To add
colour to the studio ambience,
Augmented Reality, Virtual
Reality, 12 K vistara techniques
etc were also made use of.

All these are the facts.
And no doubt, we cannot do
away with all these marvellous
presentations, since the
current trends demand such
things. At the same time,
reporting and journalism have
to be made more serious in
content. So reimagining and
re-defining the contours of
journalism, especially that of
the news channels appear
to be a topic of debate and
discussion.
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AnjanBandopadhyay was a firebrand journalist
with over three decades of experience, who
always used to take the middle pathina
story, giving versions of both sides, which
lacks a lot in today’s media in West Bengal.
He always upheld editorial supremacy
in a commercial-driven news company
environment existing nowadays.
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(1965 -2021)

njan Bandopadhyay, one
Aof the leading stars in

digital journalism who
became as big a success there
as he was in print journalism,
passed away of post-Covid
complications in Kolkata earlier
this month. Bandopadhyay was
one of the leading names in
Bengali journalism today over a
painstakingly worked over career
of 33 years though he shifted
gears mid-way and still made a
success of it. He stuck to Bengali
journalism, so his name is lesser
known in other parts of the
country. But that does not take
away from his grit, determination
and integrity as a journalist who
remained completely rooted to
the ground, modest, unassuming
and accessible to all.

He traversed all the three paths
of journalism, print, digital media
and television and stood out

in all three with equal success.
His ever smiling face became
very popular as a TV presenter
as much as his byline was in
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Ananda Bazar Patrika where he began his journey after graduating
with Bengali Honours from the Presidency College with a first
class and retaining the excellence in his Masters Degree in
Bengali.

In the beginning of the career, he worked for news media and
channels like Anandabazar Patrika, ETV Bangla, Akash Bangla
and Zee 24 Ghanta etc. In 2015 he resigned from Zee 24 Ghanta
and joined Anandabazar Patrika (Digital). He rejoined the Zee 24
Ghanta in November 2020. Before rejoining Zee 24 Ghanta, he
was also associated with TV9 Bangla as its first editor.

He went back to Anand Bazar Patrika in 2015. Under his guidance
and supervision, by June 2020, Anandbazar Digital received 90
lakh visitors per day and became the largest digital platform in
the Bengali media in the country. In print, he wrote mainly on
current affairs, both analytical writing and investigative stories. On
camera, his range was far and deep.

He was a firebrand journalist with over three decades of
experience, who always used to take the middle path in a

story, giving versions of both sides, which lacks a lot in today’s
media in West Bengal. He always upheld editorial supremacy

in a commercial-driven news company environment existing
nowadays. As an editorhe always used to appreciatehis
colleagues for their work and was always open to fresh ideas. His
command over both television and digital was praiseworthy and
set a milestone for journalists in West Bengal to follow. He quickly
got his website as the most read news website in the Bengali
language and the entire credit goes to him.

He once said at a conference, ‘Journalism does not depend on
any of the media platforms. Finally, content reigns supreme in
every case and there is no substitute for it,” adding, “According

to the needs of the people and the news, the medium of delivery
shifts as well.” (Media Next 2020 Conclave oganised by Adamas
University, April 2020). At the time of his demise, he was the editor
of Bengali news channel Zee 24 Ghanta.

Explaining the secret of the tremendous success of the channel he
headed, Anjan Bandopadhyay said, “There is no tactic or strategy
of making a news agency more credible. Readers understand
everything. They are well informed as they live in a digital age.
Therefore, our duty as a journalist is to give them the truth and
unbiased opinion. But | do realise that many journalists today

are highly unethical. Therefore, we must consider our readers as
our God and always serve them with the right information. News
should be presented in a balanced way and the truth should be
presented to the reader.”

He felt that the emergence of fake news in the country is one of
the negative fall outs of the digital age. Unethical people and news
organizations he believed, always tried to morph and manufacture
news that is untrue and takes a while to differentiate and recognize
the fake from the fact. Credible news agencies need to keep their
audience aware all the time about the current hoax and the actual
truth.

In his opnion, television usually showcases what is going on
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currently on a particular news
update. It is the responsibilty

of the print houses to use their
strength and gather as much
analytics as possible and
highlight the key reasons on why
a piece of news becomes news,
what are the factors behind it
and more.

Anjan Bandopadhyay was the
younger brother of Alapan
Bandopadhyay, IAS, currently
Chief Secretary, West Bengal.
But the younger brother

never mentioned the name

of his brother for any kind of
introduction, much less as any
form of recognition.

His friend and erstwhile
colleague, Ayanijit Sen,
remembers him as “a thorough
gentleman and always used

to interact with all his junior
colleagues, hearing them out
and then solving any problem
that came in the way.”

Alapan Bandopadhyay, following
his illustrious younger brother’s
sudden and tragic demise, wrote
a beautiful memoir dedicated to
his brother in a leading Bengali
newspaper. He traces their
growing up years in a small
colliery town far away from
Kolkata and how they went

to a distanced school shifting
farther to a different school, and
their boyhood spent near the
Ajoy river where their parents
were simple, small town folk
leading simple small time lives.
He laments why, when being

the older brother, he was first to
graduate from school, college
and university, why did he decide
to go first to another world?

Sen adds the last word. “West
Bengal lost one of the best
journalists it has ever produced
in history.” Rest in Peace, Anjan
Bandopadhyay.

(Writer is a freelance

journalist, author and film
scholar based in kolkata)
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Reporting on negatives
IS a sign of optimism

Journalistic exposés have led to timely course corrections
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he most compelling reason for devoting substantial
I space for media literacy in this column is not to defend
journalism but to defend the wellspring of journalism.
The atmosphere in which journalists can do their work is getting
vitiated by the minute. Governmental decrees, overt and covert
gag orders, efforts to undermine sustainable revenue models,
rumour mills, and the pitting of social media rants against news
are some of the methods that have been unleashed to bring
down trust in mainstream media. It would be suicidal if we did
not address these issues as many citizens absorb elements of
these sly criticisms and internalise them.

A vague binary

| get at least one letter a week questioning journalistic work

scan the QR Code
toread
A.S. Panneerselvan's
article

’

Former U.S.
President
Theodore

Roosevelt, in
his speech on
April 14, 1906,
pejoratively
called journalists
and critics
“muckrakers”.

o0

ethics. These letters come in
different forms. Sometimes
readers tend to use an
ideological lens. In other
instances, they tend to invoke
the vaguest binary of optimism
and pessimism. This week,
Gopal Bipin, a reader who

did not mention his place of
residence, asked the paper to
refrain from carrying excessive
negative news on COVID-19,
which has been acknowledged
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as one of the biggest health and economic challenges that
humanity is facing in a century.

He wrote: “The Hindu has become intolerably negative in

its reporting these days with an overdose of criticism and
pessimism at a time when the world needs positivity and hope.
Its coverage of COVID-19 simply borders on relentless hype
and hyperbole, un-wittingly creating panic and fear psychosis
in the minds of its readers. Do not think that this kind of fear
mongering has no impact, even on patients recovering from
COVID-19. Wise counsel needs to prevail among the re-porters
of The Hindu. | know of so many people who have discontinued
subscription of The Hindu purely on this account... Lives have
been ruined from job losses, businesses have gone bankrupt...
It is time to think beyond COVID-19. The Hindu should stop

its intellectual one-upmanship and return to balanced news
reporting. It should not forget that it is not a scientific journal...”
While one can understand the angst of a citizen living under
the shadow of a pandem-ic that has not just threatened lives
but also the livelihood of millions, it is important to remember
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Journalists for
over a century
have known
that reporting
on negative
developments,
scrutinizing
ineffective
governmental
measures,
and holding
those in power
to account
are signs of
optimism, not
pessimism.

(1

the fundamental role of a
new-spaper. It has to constantly
fulfil three Ts: inform, interpret
and illuminate. One of the

tasks that journalists do is to
confront the distortions from
the top to restore the space

for a dispassionate look at
events, policies and the people
shaping our livelihoods.

The need for muckrakers

Former U.S. President
Theodore Roosevelt, in his
speech on April 14, 1906,
pejoratively called journalists
and critics “muckrakers”.
According to historians, this
particular reference was taken
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from John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress. Bunyan wrote:
“the Man with the Muck Rake... who could look no way but
downward.” Journalists were quick to convert the pejorative
term to a respectable one that denotes social concern and
courageous exposition.

Journalists for over a century have known that reporting on
negative developments, scrutinizing ineffective governmental
measures, and holding those in power to account are signs
of optimism, not pessimism. John Keane, co-founder of the
Sydney Democracy Network and Professor of Politics at the
University of Sydney, said that every generation needs its
share of muckrakers. His argument is that muckrakers put
their finger on a perennial problem for which democracy is a
solution: the power of elites always thrives on secrecy, silence
and invisibility. He wrote: “Gathering behind closed doors and
deciding things in peace and private quiet is their specialty.
Little wonder then that in media-saturated societies, to put
things paradoxically, muckrakers ensure that unexpected
‘leaks’ and revelations be-come predictably commonplace.”

aREjlod - on@ 2021

As a journalist for nearly four
decades, | have been witness
to countless instances where
journalistic exposes have led
to timely course corrections. |
am convinced that if journalists
were pessimists, that would
show in their journalism. It is
often called “fluff’ or " public
relations journalism’ and tends
to become an apology for the
ruling elites. On the other hand,
if journalists are optimists,

they will aggressively point out
failures and hope for course
corrections.

Courtesy:The Hindu
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Ryan Giggs’s brother Rhodri have accepted “substantial
damages” from the News of the World over phone hacking
by journalists.

The Great British Bake Off presenter Noel Fielding and

They are among a number of celebrities and members of the
public who have won compensation after the News of the World
was closed down in 2011 when it was revealed that reporters at
the paper had been hacking people’s phones.

News Group Newspapers apologised for distress caused by
the illegal interception of voicemails, which were used to obtain
stories.

At a court hearing in London, Fielding’s solicitor, Alex
Cochrane, said the comedian claimed a number of articles
published between 2006 and 2010 had contained his private
information and were “suspicious”.

“During this time, Mr Fielding used his voicemail extensively
and he would regularly receive and leave voicemail messages
for his family and close friends,” Cochrane told the court.

“It was alleged that the publication of the articles generated
distrust which impacted his relationships and caused him
considerable distress.”

Sir Elton John and the actor Elizabeth Hurley are among
those who have already settled their cases.

The legal costs for NGN have run into hundreds of millions

of pounds. The publisher has never admitted liability in relation
to alleged phone hacking at the Sun.
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News of the World phone hacking

Credibility of the Media

Below there are a variety

of statistical charts related

to the credibility of media
outlets and news sources.But
keep in mind: “Essentially, all
models are wrong, but some
are useful.” (George Box;
statistician).

One may get the
impression, that Fox News
is the most trusted news
network in the US, but if you
look at the original source, the
Quinnipiac University National
Poll, it states that:”"FOX News
offers the most trusted network
and cable news coverage, 29
percent of American voters
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say, when asked to compare
the major TV news outlets in a
Quinnipiac University National
poll.

But when network news is
examined on a case-by-case
basis, FOX drops in the
ratings”.
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FOX News is definitely the Republican choice as 58 percent
of GOP voters say they trust FOX the most, while 13 percent
turn to CNN, with 7 percent each for NBC and CBS, 5 percent
for ABC and 2 percent for MSNBC. Only 3 percent of Democrats
trust FOX the most, with 32 percent for CNN, 15 percent for
NBC, 14 percent each for CBS and MSNBC and 8 percent for
ABC”

RSF's 2021 “Press freedom predators”

Reporters Without Borders (RSF) is publishing a gallery of grim
portraits, those of 37 heads of state or government who crack
down massively on press freedom. Some of these “predators
of press freedom” have been operating for more than two
decades while others have just joined the blacklist, which for
the first time includes two women and a European predator.

Nearly half (17) of the predators are making their first

The most notable of the list’s
new entrants is undoubtedly
Saudi Arabia’s 35-year-old
crown prince, Mohammed bin
Salman, who is the center of all
power in his hands and heads
a monarchy that tolerates no
press freedom. His repressive
methods include spying and
threats that have sometimes
led to abduction, torture and
other unthinkable acts. Jamal
Khashoggi’s horrific murder
exposed a predatory method
that is simply barbaric.

The new entrants also
include predators of a very

appearance onthe 2021 list, which RSF is publishing five
years after the last one, from 2016. All are heads of state or
government who trample on press freedom by creating a
censorship apparatus, jailing journalists arbitrarily or inciting
violence against them, when they don’t have blood on their
hands because they have directly or indirectly pushed for
journalists to be murdered.

Nineteen of these predators rule countries that are coloured
red on the RSF’s press freedom map, meaning their situation
is classified as “bad” for journalism, and 16 rule countries
coloured black, meaning the situation is “very bad.” The
average age of the predators is 66. More than a third (13) of
these tyrants come from the Asia-Pacific region.

“There are now 37 leaders from around the world in RSF’s
predators of press freedom gallery and no one could say this
list is exhaustive,” RSF secretary-general Christophe Deloire
said. “Each of these predators has their own style. Some
impose a reign of terror by issuing irrational and paranoid
orders. Others adopt a carefully constructed strategy based on
draconian laws.

aREjlod - enw’ 2021

different nature such as
Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro, whose aggressive
and crude rhetoric about the
media has reached new heights
since the start of the pandemic,
and a European prime minister,
Hungary’s Viktor Orban, the
self-proclaimed champion

of “illiberal democracy” who
has steadily and effectively
undermined media pluralism
and independence since being
returned to power in 2010.

The first two women
predators are both from Asia.
One is Carrie Lam, who heads
a government that was still
democratic when she took over.
The chief executive of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative
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“There are now 37 leaders from around
the world in RSF’s predators of press
freedom gallery.Nineteen of these
predators rule countries now.The first two
women predators are both from Asia. One
is Carrie Lam, who heads a government
that was still democratic when she took
over. The other woman predator is Sheikh
Hasina, Bangladesh’s prime minister
since 2009 and the daughter of the
country’s independence hero.

’

Region since 2017, Lam has proved to be the puppet of
Chinese President Xi Jinping, and now openly supports his
predatory policies towards the media. They led to the closure
of Hong Kong’s leading independent newspaper, Apple Daily,
on 24 June and the jailing of its founder, Jimmy Lai, a 2020 RSF
Press Freedom laureate.

The other woman predator is Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh’s
prime minister since 2009 and the daughter of the country’s
independence hero. Her predatory exploits include the adoption
of a digital security law in 2018 that has led to more than 70
journalists and bloggers being prosecuted.

Some of the predators have been on this list since RSF
began compiling it 20 years ago. Syria’s President Bashar
al-Assad and Ali Khamenei, the Supreme Leader of Iran’s
Islamic Revolution, were on the very first list, as were two
leaders from the Eastern Europe and Central Asia region,
Russia’s Vladimir Putin and Belarus’s Alexander Lukashenko,
whose recent predatory inventiveness has won him even more
notoriety. In all, seven of the 37 leaders on the latest list have
retained their places since the first list RSF published in 2001.

RSF published a list of Digital Press Freedom Predators in

2020 and plans to publish a list of non-state predators before
the end of 2021.
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RSF INFORMATION
HERO

M. V. Kaanamylnathan

(One among the 100
Information Heroes of RSF)

M. V. Kaanamylnathan had

50 years’ tough experience in
journalism and had worked
for every Tamil-language
newspaper in Sri Lanka when
he took the helm of the main
Tamil daily Uthayan in 1985,
two years after the civil war
flared up. Dozens of members
of the paper’s staff were
among the conflict’s 100,000
dead. Bombings, shootings,
grenade attacks and murders
were used to try to silence a
voice that tried to keep to a
middle course between the
central government and the
Tamil rebels. Five years after
the official end of the conflict,
Kaanamylnathan, who himself
escaped an attack in 2001, and
his newspaper are still making
waves. Last year, a series of
articles on land seizures by the
Sri Lankan army was followed
by a brutal attack on the
paper’s offices by six masked
men.
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Media Academy
BOOK SHELF

Data for Journalists: A Practical Guide
for Computer-Assisted Reporting

by Brant Houston
Published by: Routledge
Price : 3680.00

[This straightforward and effective how-to guide
provides the basics for any reporter or journalism
student beginning to use data for
news stories. It has step-by-step
instructions on how to do basic
data analysis in journalism while
addressing why these digital
tools should be an integral part
of reporting in the 21st century.
In an ideal core text for courses
on data-driven journalism or
computer-assisted reporting,
Houston emphasizes that
journalists are accountable for
the accuracy and relevance of the
data they acquire and share.

With a refreshed design, this updated new edition
includes expanded coverage on social media, scraping
data from the web, and text-mining, and provides
journalists with the tips and tools they need for working
with data.]

Documentary, Performance and Risk

by James Lyons
Published by: Routledge
Price : 3680.00

[Documentary, Performance and Risk explores how
some of the most significant recent American feature
documentaries use performance
to dramatically animate major
categories of risk.

The fact that these documentaries
do rely on such performance is
revealing both in terms of trends
in American feature documentary,
and in relation to the currency of
ideas about risk in contemporary
Western societies. The book

takes a detailed look at the performance of risk and
demonstrates the rewards of close critical attention
to formal composition and performance. Covering
An Inconvenient Truth, Super Size Me, Capitalism: A
Love Story and Jackass: The Movie, it explores how
these high-profile films offer up compelling narratives
and images of individuals ‘acting on risk’. The films
seek to both confront and control the contours of
their environments in ways that reveal much about
how a particular set of beliefs about risk and the
individual have come to inform our lives.

This wide-ranging analysis of feature documentary
is ideal for scholars and postgraduate students
studying documentary film, film and media studies.]

Media Audiences: Effects, Users,
Institutions, and Power (2nd Edition)

by John L. Sullivan
Published by: Sage
Price : 6494.00

[Whether we are watching TV, surfing the Internet,
listening to our iPods, or reading a novel, we
all engage with media as an audience. Despite
the widespread use of this term in our popular
culture, the meaning of the
MEDIA

"audience" is complex, and
AUDIENEES

it has undergone significant
historical shifts as new forms
B, U, bntbarors. e Pome of mediated communication
have developed from print,
A telegraphy, and radio to film,
1 television, and the Internet. John
\ L. Sullivan’s second edition
- of Media Audiences: Effects,
KL AL # Users, Institutions, and Power
explores the concept of media
audiences from four broad
perspectives: as "victims" of mass media, as market
constructions & commodities, as users of media, and
as producers & subcultures of mass media. The goal
is for students to be able to think critically about the
role and status of media audiences in contemporary
society, reflecting on their relative power in relation to
institutional media producers.]
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Marian Kamensky was born in Czechoslovakia in 1957. In 1980 he went
to Hamburg, studied at the Academy of Arts and worked for various
magazines, newspapers and publishing houses as an illustrator and
cartoonist .This cartoon is on the middle east ceasefire.
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